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The Walk

Map & Walk
(400m)

1 From the Red Cow car park turn
left and then right along
Clampgate Road.
Turn right into the church yard
and follow the path around the
church and then along a track to
the corner and to the road.

The church is dedicated to St Guthlac, the
patron saint of the Fens and founder of
Crowland Abbey. He can be seen in the
lancet window of the chancel and a small
statue can be seen on the west face of the
tower. The church sits on the highest
ground in the village.

Turn right and follow the road to
Clampgate Bridge which spans
the Hobhole Drain.
2 Turn right onto the footpath just
before the bridge to follow the
west bank of the drain.

This man-made drain carries water from fenland
north of Boston. It was designed by John
Rennie and built between 1802 and 1812. It is
14 miles long and originally the water flowed by
gravity but in 1867 a pumping station had to be
erected at Lade Bank.
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Follow the path through a copse,
of hawthorn and ash, to join the
road.
3 Cross the road and continue in
the same direction along a
footpath
through
Hobhole
Bank
Nature
Reserve.
The 5 hectare
(121/2 acre)
grassland and scrub
reserve is managed by
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust.
Many birds breed here including sedge
warbler, common and lesser whitethroat,
yellowhammer, linnet and greenfinch.
Wildflowers to look out for include teasel,
common knapweed, lady’s bedstraw, yarrow,
agrimony and cowslip. These also make the
area attractive to a variety of butterflies.
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Fishtoft
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Leave the nature reserve and
continue ahead along the field
edge to emerge at the side of
the drain. The building ahead
and to the left is the Hobhole
Pumping Station.
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This is where the
Hobhole Drain ends.
The pumping station,
built in 1957, now
maintains the level of
water in the drains to
ensure the fertile fenland
fields do not flood.

Continue along the track to a
rough road.
4 Turn right, walk towards a row
of old coastguard cottages on
the right, and then almost
immediately left along a public
footpath to the banks of The
Haven.
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Follow the path as it turns right
along the bank and passes the
Jolly Sailor, once a public house,
to the Pilgrim Fathers Memorial.

The memorial was erected in 1957 and marks
the place where a group of puritans, from
Scrooby, in Nottinghamshire, and from
Gainsborough, were arrested attempting to flee
to religious freedom in 1607. Some of them
were tried and imprisoned in the Guidhall at
Boston. They eventually made it to Holland in
1608 and then in 1620 sailed to the New
World, via Plymouth, in the Mayflower and
became known as the Pilgrim Fathers.

Walk through the small car park
and continue along the river
bank heading towards Boston,
The Boston Stump now
being in full view.

The Haven is the stretch of the
river Witham downstream of the
Grand Sluice. The channel itself
meandered and often became silted
up making the port of Boston almost unusable.
In 1800, engineer John Rennie was
commissioned to survey the river and
recommend improvements. By 1884 work on
the scheme was complete and the length of the
channel shortened by 41/2 miles. The first ship
to sail up the new channel and into the dock
was The Myrtle with a cargo of cotton seed.
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5 You now have a choice of two
routes: You can continue along
the river bank past the sewage
works to Corporation Point.
Alternatively you can walk along
the old sea bank by following
the right hand path at the first
path junction after the car park.
Walk along the bank as it crosses
a road and goes behind the
sewage works to rejoin the river
bank and Corporation Point.
6 At Corporation Point the path
splits into two. Take the right
hand path away from the river
heading towards the large
warehouse.

7 Turn left and then right along a
public footpath which runs along
the field edge and beside a dyke.
Follow the path beside the dyke
as it winds its way across
the field heading for
Fishtoft village.

As you walk
across these
arable fields
look out for
hares.
They
have long blacktipped ears, large
staring eyes and long
powerful hind legs. They can avoid most
predators by running at up to 56 km (35 miles)
per hour.

The area on the left was once the town refuse
tip but is now part of Havenside Local Nature
Reserve, an area for people and wildlife.

8 The path will eventually pass
some allotments and houses to
join a tarmac drive to the village.

At a junction of paths turn right
down some steps, over a bridge
and alongside the warehouse to
the road.

Turn left at the road to return to
the starting point.

