The Walk
WALK ONE
1 Leave the car park, turn left and
after about 70m turn right into
Angel Court. Follow the road
round and then walk between
two rows of bungalows to a gate
in a panel fence onto a path, once
an ancient drove way.
2 Follow the public footpath directly
opposite. Cross the meadow by
bearing left, heading for the
middle of the far hedge to a fence
and stile.
3 Walk straight across the next
narrow field to a lake. Turn right
and follow the public footpath
around the edge of the lake. The
path opens out into a area with
large trees. Turn left and follow
the path beside the larger lake.
Continue along the path to the
road.
The lakes were formed after sand
extraction during which there were a
number of archaeological discoveries
including a middle Bronze Age cremation
burial. Now a holiday complex,
refreshments are available at the
restaurant beyond the chalets. Look out
for mallards, coots and herons on, and
around, the water.
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Continue along the lane passing
the church and cemetery.

4 Turn left along the roadside path
towards the traffic lights.
5 Immediately before the lights turn
left along the lane.
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There is a gate on the right
into the churchyard, where
there are a number of yew
trees. Yew trees are often
found close to churches and there are
many legends as to why this is so. One
has it that it was the custom of Christian
missionaries to preach under the trees
and then build their churches close by.
The yew symbolizes resurrection and was
reputed to protect against evil influences
disturbing the dead.
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This cemetery is a Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI). It is one
of only two sites in the country
where the tall thrift grows. It
is a rare form of the sea pink
which is found on coastal cliffs
and marshes. Two Roman
coffins can also be seen in the
cemetery. A board at the
entrance provides further
information.

Follow Back Lane (past the gate
into Angel Court), along a
wooded path over a stream and
past Moor Closes Reserve on the
left.
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Moor Closes, is a 61/2
hectare Lincolnshire Wildlife
Trust Reserve and SSSI. The
wet meadow is home to a
variety of wildflowers including marsh
orchids, spotted orchids and marsh valerian.
To maintain the meadow diversity the
Reserve is grazed with cattle. If you visit the
Reserve, please keep to the waymarked
route.

6 At the end of the lane is a
T-junction, turn right along a
rough track to the Old School
House. At the end of the track
turn right and follow the road to
Ermine Street. Turn right to
return to the starting point.

WALK TWO
1 Leave the car park and turn right
through the village along Ermine
Street for about 800m, and under
the railway bridge.
2 Turn left immediately after the
bridge and follow the lane up the
side of the Railway Inn and past
the railway halt.
3 At the level-crossing turn right.
The area behind the small housing
development is the site of a Roman fort,
which is a legally protected archaeological
site. The fort represents the earliest Roman
occupation in Ancaster.

Climb the hill to a junction. Turn
round to admire the views over
Ancaster village and beyond.
4 Turn left and follow the road into
Sudbrook. At the junction with a
grass triangle turn left into
Rookery Lane.
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5 Cross the level-crossing, then take
the public footpath on the left into
a large field known as The Sands.
Follow the wide path across the
field and then onto a track. To
the right is Moor Closes Nature
Reserve with views of the church
beyond.
Continue to the Old School and at
the junction turn right. At the
junction with Ermine Street turn
right to return to the starting
point.

c At the edge of the field turn
left and follow the hedgelined
track as it descends into
Sudbrook village.
Hedges like these are important for wildlife,
especially in an agricultural landscape.
They provide nesting sites, shelter and food
for birds, shelter and a corridor for
movement for small mammals, and
because many hedge plants flower and
come into leaf early in the year they provide
food for a variety of insects. Look out for
birds such as chaffinches, blue tits and
black birds.

WALK THREE
Follow the directions for Walk
Two up to and including 3 .
a Cross the road and continue
on in the same direction along
a farm track.
b Follow the track as it bears
left. Go through the gap in the
hedge and continue ahead to a
second hedge. Walk through
the gap in this hedge and
continue in the same direction
across the field. Watch out for
aircraft from the nearby RAF
Cranwell.

d At the road turn left and walk
through the village, passing the
former public house “The
Masons Arms”.
e At the road junction with a
grass triangle follow the road
to the right and over the levelcrossing. The walk rejoins
Walk Two now at 5 .

