The Walk
1 From the church follow the road
around to the right and past the
Welby Arms and school. Go
straight over the first junction
and at the second turn left onto
Casthorpe Road.

As you leave the village the last row of
cottages on the right are former almhouses
built in 1869. In the central gable a
recessed panel contains a shield bearing
the Welby Arms.

2 Approximately 100m after the
cottages, cross the stream and
turn right onto the public
footpath and follow it along a
track and across the field to the
far right hand corner up a bank.
Cross a track (the old mineral
railway line) and carry on
beside the the feeder stream to
the reservoir. Walk 3/4 of the
way around the reservoir (approximately 800m or 1/2 mile).
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The canal was
built in 1793
and runs 33
miles (53 km)
from the River
Trent in
Nottingham to
the Grantham
basin, with a fall of
only 150 feet (43
metres). Coal, coke, lime, building materials
were transported from Nottingham to
Grantham and agricultural produce was
taken in the opposite direction. The canal
was a success until the Nottingham to
Grantham railway opened in 1851. The
canal was closed in 1929 and is now
maintained by the British Waterways Board.
Sections of the towpath now form part of
the National Cycle Route.
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The reservoir was
built to supply the
Grantham Canal
and can hold 277
million litres (61
million gallons) of water.
It is home to a variety of
birds including coot, moorhen, mallard, heron
and great crested grebe. Grebes usually lay 4
eggs which take about 4 weeks to hatch into
distinctively striped chicks which are often
carried on the back of the
parents.
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5 At the crossroads, with the
A607, go straight on (take care
crossing this busy road)
onto Harlaxton
High Street.
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The church of St Mary
and St Peter is a late
Norman to
Perpendicular parish
church built between
the early 13th and early
15th century, with stained
glass dating from 1434.

The Gregory Arms Pub
was built in 1797 by
George de Ligne
Gregory, Lord of the
Manor of Harlaxton and
his monogram appears on
a datestone at the rear. Many
of the houses on the High Street
are listed and were remodelled by George de
Ligne Gregory and Gregory Gregory, successive
Lords of the Manor of Harlaxton, between
1790 and 1854.

7 Cross the road and walk along
West End and continue straight
on through a gate and bear
diagonally right across the field
aiming to the right of the line
of trees in the hedge, to the
main road.

6 Walk past the shop and turn
right up some steps onto a
footpath opposite the
telephone box and
village cross.

As you walk across this field look out for Belvoir
Castle on the horizon ahead of you. Ancestral
home to the Duke and Duchess of Rutland a
castle has stood on the site since Norman times.
The medieval castle was largely rebuilt in the
19th century.
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3 Turn left onto a public footpath
which goes down some steps
and across a bridge. Carry on in
the same direction across two
fields keeping the hedge on
your right, to a field gate and
footpath sign in the far corner
of the field. The Grantham
Canal should be in view to your
left.
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4 For the shorter walk turn right
following the restricted byway,
over a stile. Go through a field
gate to join a track which will
lead you uphill to the road.
Cross the road (take care
crossing this busy road) and
walk down Rectory Lane to the
corner and turn right onto West
End. Rejoin the walk directions
at 7 .
For the longer walk carry
straight on alongside the canal
to the road and turn right.

The octagonal village
cross is medieval in
origin but was heavily
restored in the early
19th century.

Follow the path to the
left hand side of the church and
continue on in the same
direction along the field edge,
through a yard and across the
field, bearing slightly to the left,
to a gate onto a road.

Cross the road with care and
take the footpath diagonally
left across the field aiming for
Denton Church tower, just
visible above the trees in the
distance.
Cross the old railway line again
and continue in the same
direction over a footbridge,
then walk to the far right hand
corner of the field.

Follow this path back to Denton
Main Street.
8 Cross the road and follow the
public footpath between two
cottages almost immediately
opposite. Cross the bridge and
continue straight on under the
horse chestnut trees to a gate.

Horse Chestnut trees
were introduced to
Britain in the late 16th
century from the
Balkans and were often
grown in ornamental
avenues for their decorative
white candle like flowers which
appear in May.

Turn right down the road and
follow the public footpath on
the left behind the school, to
return to the church.

The impressive house
opposite the church is Leys
House which was built as a
school in 1720 and
restored in 1855.

