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The Walk
WALK ONE
1 Walk down Church Lane, past
St Helen’s church and the Old
Rectory and onto two gates and
a stile. Follow the bridleway as
it runs alongside the hedge to
another gate and
stile.
The church was built during the
13th and 14th centuries but
the west tower was rebuilt in
the Early English style in 1853
after the original fell down.

2 Keep on the bridleway, which
bears left, across the field to a
gate, stile and then sign. Follow
the bridleway, by keeping the
fence and hedge on your right,
to a gate and two
footbridges.
The farmhouse on the left of
the two bridges is old Toynton
watermill. It was working until
1927. The iron mill wheel was
removed in 1939 as part of the war
effort. At the time of its closure, it was said to be
the only overshot wheel in Lincolnshire.

3 Cross both bridges and turn
immediately right (following the
yellow footpath arrows) and
walk up the hill (avoiding the
farm track) to a stile in the
hedge on the left.

4 Turn right and follow the
footpath along the hedge line
and onto to the next footpath
sign.
5 Bear diagonally right across the
field to another footpath sign in
the distance. There are good
views from here across the fens
to Boston Stump
approxiamtely 24
km (15 miles) away.
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6 Turn right and walk
across the field and
over a stream.

7 Walk straight across the next
field towards a red brick house.
The tower of East Keal church
can be clearly seen on your
right.
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At the dyke turn right and
follow the field edge and dyke
onto a track and then lane.
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WALK THREE
The wooded area on the right
bordering the stream is Lilley’s
Carr, a nature reserve. Originally
known as Mrs Varley’s Carr, who
lived in a hovel in the area, it is the southern
most of a series of alder carrs in the wolds.
Look out for blackcaps, garden warblers, willow
tits and treecreepers.
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9 At the church turn left up
Church Lane to return to the
starting point.
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Alder trees are often found
growing along the edge of the
water or in wet conditions.
When cut the wood is a blood
orange colour and throughout history this has
given rise to the belief that the tree is associated
with evil spirits.

8 Just before the road junction
turn right along the public
footpath between the houses.
Where the path emerges into a
field turn left and follow the
field edge towards the church.
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11 At the end of the dyke turn left
along the public footpath for
approximately 100m then turn
right along the bridleway.
Follow the bridleway as it turns
right and meets the road.
12 Turn right and follow the road
back through East Keal to the
junction with Blacksmith Lane
and School Lane.
13 Turn right down School Lane
and after the first house turn
left along the footpath.
Where the path emerges into a
field turn left and follow the
field edge towards the church.
14 At the church turn left up
Church Lane to return to the
starting point.

WALK TWO
Follow the directions for WALK
ONE up to and including 4 .
10 At the footpath sign continue
straight on along the side of the
dyke.

WALK THREE
Follow the directions for WALK
ONE up to and including 2 .
15 Follow the farm track up hill
into Toynton All Saints. Follow
Watermill Lane to Main Road
with the church facing you.
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Listen for the bells of All Saints’ Church as they
strike the hour. Inspection of the
Georgian red-brick built church
reveals the stone arcade of
the original medieval church.

16 Turn left and follow
the road, past the
converted windmill on
the right, for approximately
400m and take the footpath on
the left between some lodges
which are part of the Linkage
Community College Campus and
Toynton Hall. The path bends
to the right and then runs
parallel to the road, initially
between a hedge and fence,
and then becomes what is
known locally as Avenue path,
which leads to the busy A16
road.
17 Cross the road with care and
follow the bridleway straight
ahead. Follow the track for
approximately 1 km (2/3 mile) to
where the bridleway and a
footpath cross.
18 Turn left onto the footpath and
cross the stream. Approximately
50m after the stream take the
footpath on the left and bear
left across the field to the far
corner.

Close to here is where Twentylands, an
impressive isolated farmhouse once stood.
It was built in th late 18th century and
demolished in the 1960s. A local ghost story
tells of a white dog which regularly appears
near the area, so keep your eyes open!

19 Enter Keal Carr Nature Reserve
and follow the footpath along a
boardwalk and up some steps to
a large sycamore tree.
20 Follow the footpath sign out of
the reserve and walk along the
fence line for 50m before
turning left across the field
heading towards the new
farmhouse and barns on the far
side of the A16.
21 At the A16 turn right and follow
the roadside path back towards
East Keal.
22 Take the public footpath on the
left opposite the road signed to
Old Bolingbroke.
At the corner of the field turn
right to return to Church Lane
and the starting point.

