Firsby Leaflet

27/2/07

09:55

Page 2

The Walk
1 Starting from St Andrew’s
church in Firsby, take the public
footpath through the
churchyard, heading north.
This area is known as Old Firsby as opposed to
the Station Road part of the village on the B1195.
It is also the site of a former medieval settlement
and many of the surrounding fields show
evidence of this.

Leave the churchyard and cross
the field by bearing left to the
corner. Cross the lane and
continue in the same direction
along the path. Follow the field
edge straight on to the corner.
Turn right over two stiles then
turn immediately left to follow
the hedge into another field.
Walk straight on across this
field, go over a bridge and
across the next field to a lane.
2 Cross the lane and follow the
path to the railway line.
Cross the line with care and
walk across the next field, over
the route of the former railway
line, and then beside a hedge to
the modern part of Firsby and
the road.

The former railway line served Spilsby to the west
and Alford to the north-east until Dr Beeching’s
time. Firsby was an important railway junction
until then. The modern part of Firsby has
developed since the railway closed.

The Walk

Map & Walk

7

N

11

6
3 Cross the road and follow the
footpath down the drive of
number 25 and to the left of
the bungalow. Please respect the
owners privacy and keep to the
path. Continue in the same
direction along the edge of two
fields before walking across the
middle of a field to a hedge and
then bear left behind a farm to
a road.
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For the LONGER walk turn left
and after about 1km turn right
towards Monksthorpe. (To visit
RAF Spilsby memorial
to the
bomber crews stationed on the
base during Second World War
continue straight on for a 100m).

6 To continue the walk turn left at
the junction and then right
towards Candlesby.
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4 Turn right and follow the road
to a T-junction.
5 For the SHORTER walk turn right
and follow the road to a
T-junction. Turn right and follow
the road and rejoin the directions
at 9 .

At the next junction, the
turning to the right goes to
Monksthorpe Baptist Chapel.
Built in 1701 it has one of only
two total immersion fonts in the
country, and is well worth a visit. It is owned by
the National Trust.
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7 After approximately 600m the
lane bends sharp right and then
sharp left. At this bend follow
the track straight ahead rather
than following the lane. This is
Sandy Lane, part of which was
one of the perimeter roads of
the air base. Follow the track
through a couple of wooded
areas for approximately 11/2km
(1 mile) to join a road.
8 Turn right and after 250m, at
the junction turn left towards
Irby in the Marsh.
On the left is Whitegates
Cottage, a small thatched mud
and stud cottage dating from
1770 belonging to the National
Trust. It was restored during the
1990s using traditional materials, but a
fire in 2004 caused extensive damage to the roof
which was re-thatched in 2005. The next cottage
facing you is the Rising Sun, a public house until
after the Second World War.

9 Turn left by the Rising Sun
towards Bratoft. After
approximately 350m you will
come to the old railway line.
10 Turn left and follow the old
railway line, now part of the
National Trust’s Gunby Estate.
This section of the walk is not
on a public right of way but
access has been granted by kind
permission of the
National Trust.
The woodland on the left
contains a number of ponds,
known as the Island Ponds.
Their original use in the Middle
Ages was to farm carp and other
fish for Bratoft Hall. The ponds were later
enlarged as duck decoys for Gunby Hall.

11 After approximately 800m
(1/2 mile) turn right and follow
the public footpath along the
hedgerow and into a grass field.

The square enclosure with a ditch around it is
the site of Bratoft Hall, the main country seat
in the area until Gunby Hall was built in the
17th century, when the Hall was demolished.
Stonework can still be seen in the sides of the
moat. The lumps and bumps in the rest of the
field are the remains of the original Bratoft
village including industrial workings. The area
is a protected Scheduled Ancient Monument.
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Walk around the edge of the
moat and into another field
before turning left onto a track.
12 At the end of the track turn left
onto the lane to the first
junction and turn right towards
the church.
The church of St Peter and St Paul contains an
important painting depicting the defeat of the
Spanish Armada in 1588. It is said to be
painted on a deck plank from a ship and
shows the Spanish fleet being engulfed by a
mighty storm in the form of a dragon!

Continue along the lane, signed
Bratoft village, for about 100m.
13 Just before a bend in the lane
turn right onto the public
footpath. After entering the
field turn right and follow the
field edge to a road.
14 Turn left and follow the road
around two sharp bends and
into Irby in the Marsh.
15 Pass the village hall and just
before the junction turn right
onto a public footpath and
follow the field edge before
turning left over a stile.

Bear diagonally right to the
field corner. Turn right and
walk alongside the drain.
Where the drain bends walk
across the field towards the
church. Walk through the
churchyard to the road.
16 Turn right, then left along
Chapel Lane.
17 As the lane bends to the right,
follow the footpath into the
field straight ahead. Follow the
waymarkers and turn right and
follow the field edge to a
bridge in the corner. Turn left
and follow the edge of the
field, cross a farm track and
continue straight across the next
field to a copse and footpath
sign. At the copse continue
straight on across the bridge
and field and then cross the
railway line with care. Bear
right across the next field
towards the barn.
18 At the road turn left and head
back through the old village
passing the chapel to return to
the starting point at St Andrew’s
church.

