The Walk
WALK ONE
The church tower rises 159
feet in three stages supported
by diagonal corner buttresses.
There are six bells, four recast
from those from the 1770, the tenor
was added in 1805 and the treble in 1953.
Four of the bells are inscribed to the memory
of Richard Busby, headmaster at Wesminster
School from 1640 until his death in 1695. As
well as a teacher he was a much respected
preacher and academic.
He assisted at the coronation of Charles II. In
1672 he purchased the manor of Willen in
Buckinghamshire and had the church
demolished and a new one built, which still
stands today. He was buried in Westminster
Abbey and a monument of him faces Poet’s
Corner.

1 Walk along Church Lane, beside
St Nicholas’ church. Follow the
lane for 3/4 mile, ignoring a road
on the left, passing a pond to a
T-junction.
Ponds like this are important for wildlife in an
agricultural landscape. They contain a vast
array of plants and animals and
also provide a source of water
for many more. A healthy
pond may contain fish, newts,
frogs, a range of insects and a
variety of plant life.
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2 At the T-junction turn right and
follow the roadside path for
250m.
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Land reclamation has occured for centuries in
The Wash and you are now walking along an old
sea bank, dating back to the early medieval
period. The land to the right was reclaimed
during the early medieval period and the land to
the left drained during the 1660s. These
different phases of land reclamation are reflected
in the shape of the fields. Fields from the
medieval period are irregular in shape while the
fields reclaimed later are rectilinear. Prior to
1660 Lutton was much closer to The Wash coast.
Land reclamation continued in this area until
1865.
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Watch out for birds and
wildfowl on and around the
pond. These might include
mallard, coot and moorhen.
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3 Turn left along North
Drove.
Look out for the mature trees
beside the road, they are a
feature in a landscape that
doesn’t have many trees or hedges.
There are lime, sycamore, horse chestnut and ash
trees. The horse chestnut was introduced into
Britain in the 16th century from the Balkans. In
spring the tree is covered in white flower spikes
known as candles, and in the autumn with the
spiny fruits which contain the nut or conker.

4 For the shorter walk take the
public footpath straight on
beside the farm building when
the lane bends to the left.
Follow the footpath straight on
for 1 mile (11/2km) to join the
road, turn right and rejoin the
walk instructions at 6 For the
longer route follow the lane as
it turns left and then right and
past a large pond.

8
5

Where the lane bends to the
right, walk straight on along the
bridleway and track to a road.
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Turn right to join the road.
Follow the road, South Drove,
for 2 miles (31/4 km) to a
T-junction on the edge of Lutton
village. Again note the mature
trees, including beech, on the
road side.

7 Turn left, walk along the road
for 50m and turn right along
Colleys Gate.
Walk along the road, past
Puddingpoke Lane, to a
T-junction.
8 Turn right along Marriots Gate
and follow the road past the
Jolly Crispin pub to a T-junction.
Turn right to the church and
starting point.

WALK TWO
1 From the War Memorial Cross
outside the church, turn left and
walk towards the village green.
2 Turn right along Puddingpoke
Lane and at the T-junction turn
left.
3 At the next road junction turn
right and follow the road to a
T-junction. Turn left to
continue in the same direction
for approximately 600m.
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Look out for the remains of a windmill on the
left. This is Sneath’s Mill, the oldest complete
tower mill in the county and is dated 1779. It
resembles a smock mill and is octagonal in
plan. It was originally used as a drainage
pump before being rebuilt for milling. It was
abandoned in the 1930s but there are plans to
restore it.

4 Turn right along Blazegate.
5 Take the first right turn, in front
of Primrose Cottage, the steeple
of Lutton church should come
into view ahead.
6 At the T-junction turn right and
follow the road back into
Lutton and on to the church and
the starting point.
Construction of the Gedney Marsh windfarm
started in May 2005 and was completed in
2006. There are six turbines which are
expected to provide enough electricity to serve
over 6700 houses. The government aims to
have 15% of the UK’s electricity generated by
renewable sources by 2015 and 20% by 2020.
The UK is one of the windiest countries in
Europe and wind energy is one of the cleanest
and cheapest forms of energy.

The Wash Estuary Strategy
Group (WESG)
The Wash Estuary Strategy
group was formed in 1994. Its
aim is to promote the wise use
of the area’s resources while
trying to maintain the balance
that allows the local
communities to prosper and
safeguards the wildlife and
landscape features for future
generations. WESG work to
ensure that this objective is
taken into account at all levels
throughout the area. They coordinate Wash Week a series of
events in August and Wash
Wide an annual conference in
November. For more
information visit
www.washestuary.org.uk

