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Little Ponton & Stroxton 
Parish Council 

              
 
 

Minutes of Little Ponton & Stroxton Parish Council Meeting 
Date: Wednesday 27th November 2024 
Venue:  Stoke Rochford Estate Offices 6-00 p.m. 

 

Councillors present   Cllr George McCorquodale 
      Cllr Simon Allam 
      Cllr Gary Mennell 
      Cllr Adam Madge 
      Cllr Susie Embley 

 
 

Locum Clerk & RFO  Mrs Emma Wilson 
 
 

Open session 
No members of the public were present. 
 
 

1. Chairman’s Welcome Remarks 
 In the absence of the Chair, Vice Chair Cllr George McCorquodale welcomed all and thanked everyone for 

attending today’s meeting.  

2. Apologies 
 Received from Cllr Michael Parkin due to ill health, it was noted that the Parish Council would very much like to 

support Cllr Parkin at this difficult time, wishing him well in his recovery and that the council will very much welcome 
him back to his role as Chair when he is ready to return. In the meantime, Cllr George McCorquodale will step up to 
lead meetings in his role as Vice Chairman. All councillors in attendance agreed to support this. 
Apologies also from Cllr David Skelton, District Councillor Ben Green and County Councillor Vernon due to existing 
commitments and short notice of the meeting; reasons for absence were noted & accepted.  

3. Co-opted Members Formalities - Clerk 
 Confirmation that Adam Madge, Gary Mennel & Mrs Susan Embley were voted on to the Parish Council at the 

vacancy meeting on 25th September via application. All vacancies now filled. Disclosable Pecuniary Interests & 
Acceptance of Office paperwork completed. 

4. Disclosure of interest in agenda items 
 Though this would not have a direct benefit or otherwise both Cllr S Allam and Cllr G McCorquodale wished to 

declare interest in Item 8 – Highways A1 Gaps. The items affect land that is in the ownership of various estates 
that Cllr Allam is Agent for. Cllr G McCorquodale is either director of one of the Trust companies or a beneficiary of 
one of the Trusts. 

5. To approve Minutes of meeting held on the 28th August 2024 
 The draft minutes having been circulated prior to the meeting were agreed and proposed to be a true and accurate 

record. They were passed as approved by resolution of the Council and signed by the Vice Chairman. 
6. Clerks Report 
 a. End of Year Finance 2023-24 
 As discussed at the previous meeting we are aware that there will not be enough money to cover all expenditure 

to the end of the year.    

Balance at end of last meeting                     £1,871.22 
Less Novembers outgoing of                      £1,113.00   
Leaves to end of the year just (4 months still to go!)  £__758.22 
 

As stated previously the Clerk agreed to carry over part of her wage/expense payment to next financial year as 
there will be a shortfall of available funds from February 2025. 
Precept is due by 17th Jan 2025. Clerk will supply budget figures for 2025/26 for discussion. This will cover a 
number of items that the council have historically not funded, and the precept will need to be agreed and set 
accordingly  

 b. Website 
 Sadly the previous Webmaster at LALC passed away since our last meeting. Clerk made further enquiries to ask if 

we could make a forward plan to help set up new website from 1st April 2025. The parish council do not have a 
budget to take on a website contract before that time. In the meantime, we will use notice boards and LCC have 
confirmed they will build a template for us as soon as possible. 

 c. Insurance 
 Clerk confirmed she will need to get further quotes. Following discussion and feedback from councillors, it was 

confirmed appropriate to seek cover just for the notice boards in both villages and of course Public Liability which 
will be required. We have no public bins, no bus shelters. 
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7. Highways – A1 Gaps 
 Documentation and maps circulated prior to the meeting. Generally, field and farm access are in the first phase of 

gap closures.  
From a parish council perspective, we support the closures and are hopeful this will ultimately improve the safety 
of the A1 on this stretch as the most dangerous gaps are closed.  
Whalebone lane is being used. Following query on this we are informed that this will likely stop when the bypass 
opens and rectify safety issues. 

8. Speed restriction signs – Feeback Cllr Vernon (unable to attend) 
 Detail from August 2024 Meeting - Discussion around potential options for speed reduction measures within the 

parish. Speed humps request would go to Highways for approval. Speed reactive signs optional but very 
expensive at approx. £3K. No traffic calming measures will be available to the PC obviously as it’s a 60mph limit 
not 30 mph 
Action: Cllr Vernon said she would take advice from Highways on what options may be available and feedback at 
November meeting. (Unable to attend Nov meeting, we await response) 

9. Ash dieback – Feeback Cllr Vernon (unable to attend) 
 Detail from August 2024 Meeting - Cllr Allam asked if Cllr Vernon could enquire about responsibility of dealing with 

ash dieback in the parish. Specifically, regarding whose responsibility this was dependent on the location of the 
trees with the problem 
Action: Cllr Vernon said she would take advice and feedback at the next meeting. (Unable to attend Nov meeting, 
we await response) 

10. Roadside Tree pruning– Feeback Cllr Vernon (unable to attend) 
 Detail from August 2024 Meeting - Cllr Skelton asked Cllr Vernon to enquire regarding the following: at Little 

Ponton junction as you come from Stroxton. Request clarification on where is Highways responsibility. 
Action: Cllr Vernon said she would try to get a copy of a map to get clarification and feedback at the next meeting. 
(Unable to attend Nov meeting, we await response) 

11. Replacement Missing village sign at Stroxton – Feeback Cllr Vernon (unable to attend) 
 Detail from August 2024 Meeting - A discussion took place, and it was noted that there has been a missing village 

sign for Stroxton for some time near Lodge Farm. 
Action: Cllr Vernon offered to move this forward and make enquiries to get this replaced. (Unable to attend Nov 
meeting, we await response) 

12. Demolition bus shelter - Update Cllr Allam 
 David Skelton has been asked to complete works, it is imminent as schedule allows. 

Action: Pick up again at next meeting to check if action has been taken 
13. The pond Stroxton – Update Cllr Allam/Cllr Parkin on draft letter 
 Cllr Allam confirmed he has drafted the letter, and it is now with Cllr Parkin. We await the draft to be reviewed and 

discussed by full council before being sent. 
Action: Cllr Parkin/Cllr Allam to share draft letter with Clerk for discussion at next meeting 

14. Accounts for payment – November 2024  
 a. Sal/Tax/NI/Exp Sept to Nov 24 £1,113.00   000148 
 Total £1,113.00    
15. AOB 
  Confirm next meeting now Wednesday 15th January 2025 and final meeting as planned 19th March 2025. 

 

 It was queried about the most effective way of reporting potholes. The clerk confirmed Fix My Street is the best 
and official channel to do so. And advised to report either via this route direct or send in details to the clerk with a 
What3words location and she can submit this on behalf of the parish council. 

 
 Cllr Mennell asked for a further discussion about fly tipping and how best to tackle this in the parish. 

 
 Defibrillators – add to agenda. Clerk will contact Community Heartbeat to supply most up to date options and 

costings  
 

 Grit Bins – Clerk asked for confirmed locations from councillors and to please email updates on levels and 
condition of the bins to her. 

 
 

 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7-00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ______REDACTED_______________________________ _  Date: __15/01/2025____________  
Chairman, Little Ponton & Stroxton Parish Council 


